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Changing of the Guard 


Numismagram Newsletter #82 (IX/2022) 


Since our last upload just two weeks ago, it’s fair to say that quite a bit has changed with 
the passing of the United Kingdom's longest-serving monarch, Queen Elizabeth II. Her 
effigy has been a constant, if ever-changing through the passage of time, presence within 
the world of numismatics, exonumia, scripophily, and philately. As such, it’s hard to 
imagine a new countenance taking her place. Nevertheless, it seems that those of us 
who are familiar with the collectible worlds aforementioned are at least more cognizant of 
the ‘changing of the guard’ that takes place when one monarch passes and another 
ascends to the throne. Indeed, these changing effigies are quite commonplace, but in the 
instance of the United Kingdom and the Commonwealth of Nations, it is still something 
that has not happened in seven decades. 


With her passing at the royal residence at Balmoral in Scotland, | was reminded of my 
own trip to Scotland at the beginning of September in 2009. It does not seem like it was 
that long ago, with Glasgow (where the Numismatic Congress was then taking place) and 
Edinburgh being greatly explored. Included in the excursions was a view inside of St. 
Giles’ Cathedral, where the queen would lie for a period some 13 years later (just earlier 
this week), and where | snapped these photos... 
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In a twist of fate, the former queen was not even initially meant for the throne, as she was 
the elder daughter of a younger brother. In essence, it was her uncle—the future Edward 
Vill—who was the heir apparent when Elizabeth’s grandfather, George V, passed away in 
early 1936. However, it was Edward’s affection for an American divorcée, Wallis 
Simpson, that led to a monumental shift. Such a marriage between the sovereign, who 
was also the head of the Church of England, and someone divorced simply would not 
stand in its day, either politically or spiritually. As such, Edward chose to abdicate, 
thrusting the crown onto his younger brother Albert, who would choose the reign name of 
George VI in a show of continuity with their father, George V. The younger brother, 
however, had not been prepared to be king, with the stress of World War II and managing 
a kingdom likely aiding in his rather young death in 1952 at only 56. From that point 
forward, until just last week, there had been just one ruler to fill the role from which 
Edward VIII rather quickly abdicated. As such, leading off this “mini” upload’s offerings is 
a celebratory medal from Austria for Edward’s would-be coronation, had it actually 
occurred... 
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A further numismatic anecdote is that monarchs alternate on UK coinage, facing in the 
opposite direction of their predecessor. Edward would have been slated to face right 
upon his coinage, were it to have ever actually been officially produced and released for 
circulation. However, on account of him parting his hair on the left side of his head, he 
demanded that his effigy be presented facing left in order to display it. In retrospect, this 
seems like far less of a break from protocol given how things played out. Nevertheless, 
he is presented on the medal above in the manner in which he would have desired. 
Rather interestingly as well is the Latin phrasing upon the medal’s reverse, calling for a 
desire that he “may live, grow, and flourish for so many years.” That didn’t quite hit the 
mark, though it certainly can be said that it did for his niece. 
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In other events, the past week or two here in Northern California, like many other places, 
has been particularly brutal, with a few days even topping out above 110°F well into the 
late afternoon, if that can be believed... 
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Unfortunately, with the effects of climate change, these temperatures, as well as erratic 
and unpredictable weather in general, are sadly becoming more commonplace, leading 
to many wildfires, among other regional climate issues. That leads to two pieces in this 
upload, such as this octagonal silver jeton featuring a fire breathing dragon and the Latin 
phrase “non formidat ignem,” or “no need to fear the fire...” 
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In 19th century France, insurance companies turned to the jeton as a way in which to 
promote their business, with those involved in fire insurance chief among them. The other 
jeton utilizes an Egyptian theme, which was all the craze in the early 19th century... 
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Staying in that part of the world and time period, there are also two masonic-related 
medals with some great associated iconography, such as this piece from 1832 
celebrating the 50th anniversary of the founding of Les Vrais Amis de I'Union et du 
Progrés Réunis Lodge in Brussels... 
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Switching to things a bit more modern, if you enjoy medical-related medals, your heart 
will certainly be into pieces such as this 1969 Hungarian bronze medal issued for the 2nd 
Hungarian Conference on Atherosclerosis... 
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Two other highlights are this ultra-modern medal from 2000 meant to honor the power of 
the grape, all while evoking the sense of ancient coining designs and techniques, such as 
a Hellenistic tetradrachm... 
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And then there’s this German silver token from the early 19th century...mostly because it 
has a cute kitty crouching on the obverse... 
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We'll be back again at the beginning of October for another mini upload, along with one 
later in October with our always-anticipated Halloween upload full of numismatic 
nightmares! For all of this newsletter’s items, please follow this link 
(https://shoutout.wix.com/so/bdOC-MsMp/c?w=vfNL5SEvL4w- 
7FfFpCYSIsLIfFUtNbkQja2nQ8i6Yg6ds.eyJ1 ljoiaHROCHM6Ly93d3cubnVtaXNtYWdyYWO 
uY 29tL2ludmVudG9yeSIsInliOiISMDk1YzIjNiOxYZM2LTQ3ZmMtMGJIMy1hMjdiYjVKMGRj 
ZTUILCJtljoibWFpbF9scClsImMiOiJkOTINZDI4My1mMODhmLT QwNjYtY TBmNSOWMGRI 
OWU3YTg2MWMifQ), or click on the banner art below... 
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